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l. SITUATION AT END OF PERTOD JCS Dec!assmcatlonIReIeasej n

8. The Soviet armsd forces in boing are in an advancad state
of readineas for war and ceuld initiste of fensive oparations
with no additionsl warning. Thers are no conclusive indice-

tions of imminent Sovlet hostilitiss.

Lo Chinese Commmnist capsbilities for overt military intervention
in Korea have waterially inoreased with the deployment of addi-
tlonal experienced combat forces to Manchuria. Recent Chinese
Communist threats to intervene if U.S. forces cross the 38%h
paralls) are not considered %o indicate such an Intentlon;
rather these statemsnte msy be designed primarily to deter U.N.
‘wilitary action north of the parallel snd ©o force the admig-
sion of the Chinoss Communizte to the UoNo

¢e The Forth Koreans are preparing %o contime the atruggle north
of the parallsl and efforts are being concentrated on retain-
ing Communist control of this arss. Soviet actions in the Uolo
indicate a continuation of obetructionist and galling tactics,
possibly in the belisf that the North Korsans will be oble to
involve U.No forces in a protracted struggle.

do There are no firm indications that the Soviets have as yet
selcctod any area for divaersionary action elsewhere. There is
soms gvidonce of a general heighiening of Soviet precautionary
measuUres .

2o SUMMARY OF SOVIET—%IMNIST OPERATIONS DURING PERIOD

a. ROREA.=—See curvent sltuation reports. Recent Chinesse
Commnist statements with regard to Korea have bsen inereas-
ingly belligerent and have included a threat %o intervens
with theilr own forces if trcops other than the South Korsans
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cross the 38th parasllel. The clrcumstances of this
snnouncengnt suggest it may have baen intended primarxily
for psychologloal purposes. Additional reports now indi-
cate that elements of the 12%h and 13%h Army Groups of the
Chinese Communiet Fourth Field Army have bsen deployed to
¥anchuria and field forve strength there is now estimated
at 155,000, thue materislly increasing Chineve Communist
capabilities for overt intervention in Korea. North Korean
asctions and other information point to the conclusion that
the North Korssns, the Chinese Commmists and the U.d.0.Re
recognize ~that the invasion of South Korea hag failsd and
are concentrating thelr efforts on retaining Communist con-
- 7ol of the area north of the 38th parallel. The Horth
Korsans ars meking preparations to defend the area.

be CHINA.~+There are no indications of en immnent attack on
Formesa and the atback may have besn abandoned for this
year. Work on airfields on the Chinsse coast is continuing.

o INDO-CHINA.~A Fremsh countaroffensive has temporsrily improved
thelr position, but the threat of further Viect Minh action
in Tonkdn is grave and Chinese Communist logistieal and

- training support of the Viet Mirh contimes. ‘

do EUROFE.--There is little ovidence of unusual Sovist military
activity, but reports indicate continuing logistical pre-
parations in the Belkang, including the possible construc-
tion of additional pontoon bridges across the Danubs from
Rumania to Bulgaria. In both CGermany and Austria, Commnist-
inspired activity has besn move openly agpressive.

@ GENERAL.=~=An apparent rodustion in the nwaber of Soviet ships in
forelgn waters outside the orbit of Sovist control and othopr
previcusly reported activily are gsunerally indicative of i
croased Soviet precauntionary msssures.

3o COMMUNIST CAPABILITIES.=—Chinese Commumnist strength in Manchuria
and capabllities for interveation in Korea have increased con=
slderably during the past several wseks, There was no other
apparent significant cheange during the psricd. '
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REPORT OF INDICATIONS OF SOVIET-COMMUNIST INTENTIONS

Proceedings of the Joint Intelligence Indications Committes
& October 1950 .

1. Indications of Intentions in the Far Easte

a. A serios of recent Chingse Communist pronocuncements,
additional ovidence of the deployment of Chinese Communist Field
Forees %o Manchuria, and the progress of U.N. Forces in Korea have
asgentuated the question of immediate Chinese Communist intenilons
with regard to Korea. ' o

(1) On 3 Octobsr, the Indien Ambassador in Peiping
was informed by Chinese Forsign Minimter Chou En-lai
that the Chineses Communiste would send troops acrosa
the frontier to participate in the defense of North
Korea if U.N. Forces crossed the 38th parallel. Chom
stated that this action would not be taken if only
South Koresns crossed the psrallel. In an interview
‘with Chou En=laj about one week earlisr, the Indian
Ambassador had gained the impression that the Chinsse’
Commnists believed that the UsS. was preparing to
attack them and must make their preparatlons accord-
ingly, and further reported that the Chinese were ex-
tremoly bitter vowards the U.S. and over their
£ailure to be admitvted to the U.N. '

(2) Other Chinese Commnist statements, although less
definite with respect to their intentions, have been
marked by an increasingly belligerent tone. VWithin -
the past two weaiks the Chinese Communists have made
their first open admission that they have besn en~
couraging the return of Koreans from China %o aid in
the defense of North Korsa. In a recent statement
Moo Tse-tung placed considerabls emphesis on the
necessity of a atrong Chinese Communist Army, and 4%
18 noteworthy that there have been no refsrences in
some time to a possible demobilization of some of the
Chinsse Communis} forces, ag was esrlier announsed.
In public statements on the amniversary of the estab~
1lishment of the Chinese Communiet government, Chou
En-1lai denounced the United States as "the most dan~
gerous ensemy" of China, statsd that the Chiness
Cormunists would not "supinely tolerate sesing thelr
neighbore being savagely invaded by imperlallste,®
and expressed confidence that the North Koreans would

ultimetely win through tactics of & prolonged war of
resistanca. '
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Desplte the cabegoric statement to the Indlan
Ambassador, thers is nc firm evidence that the
Chinsse Communists intond an oubtright military
intervention in Korea if U.S. forcses cross the
parallel, and theore is mmch %o suggest that this
gtatement may have besn intendsd to force a re-
vardation of UoS. activity in Korea or to give
peychological impetus to the extonsion of material
ald to the Koreens. A& VYsquesze play” to favce
Chinese Commmnist adwmission 10 the U.H. is &lso
possibles The fach that the stabemont was wmade
privatoly rather than to the U.H. or in a publiec
pronouncement has left a loophole wherely the state=
wend can be later ignored, and the seloctlen of the
Tndien Ambassador as the intermediary suggests thab
the Chinese Communiste are ablempting to magnifly
Indian spprehension in the hope of bringing pressure
against commliment of UoS. forces morih of the
parallel.

with regard %o Chinese Couwmunist mlitary capabilities
4o sntorvens in Korea, the cumlative evidonce of
recent reports now indicates the strong poasibility
of the pressnce in Manchurla of the 12th Army Croup
(38th, 29th, and 40th Armies) and of elewsnis of un-
knomn sbrengih of the 13%h Army Greup (4ls¥, 424 and
43¢ Avintes), all subordinated to the 4th Fleld Army.
Avmigs of the 4th Field Arwy previously carried in
Manchuris wera the 40th, 55th, 56th and 57%h. On the
bogis of the now identifications, the cetimnted
girength of figld force troops in Manchuria hap been
raised from 85,000 to 155,000, maldng o substantial

Ancrease in oxporienced combat forces which would be

inmedisately available for intervention in Korsa. I%
iz also belisved that there are spubstantial numbers
of Xoreans still attached to these armies who could
be made avallable to Horth Korea either as individ-
wals or organized uwniis. There contlnues to be no
goodl evidence that the Chinsse Comwinists have yeb
compltted any forces othor than individual Korsans
released from their srudes. The recent report of a -
heevy convey moving scathward from the Mmchurian
border is belioved to represent enly a continuation
of previons supnly shipments, bub does support other
indications that Soviet and Chinese Communist ald to
the North Koreans is combimuing.

b
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(5) North Korean actions and other avallable information
point to the conclusion that the North Koreans » the
Chinese Communiste and the U.S.8.R. recognize that

e the invasion of South Korea has failsd and are now
-concentrating their efforts on retaining Communist
control of the area north of the 38th parallel.

There 18 no indication that the North Koreans are pre-
paring to terminate hostilities or accept the surrender
~terms. Soviet actions In the U.N. sugpest that the
UoSe5.R. is willing o nogotiate on the Korean question,
but the fact that the Soviets have to date. 1imited
thelr proposals to terms obviously unacceptable to the
Western powers indicates they m8y continue obstruc-
lonist and stalling tactics. The possibllity cannot
be discounted that the U.S.S.Ro and Communiet China
have not yet firuly decided on a ceurse of action if
U.No advances gontimue, and that they st1li hope %o
involve U.N. forces in a protracted and indecisive
winter campaign without commliting forces other than
North Koreans.

‘ bo There are no indicatione of an imminent invasion of Formosa.
Thers was a Light bombardment of Chinmen during the week but Chinese
Nationalist reconnaissance of the Fukien coast has revealed no junk con-
centrations or other unusaul activity. Work on eirfields on the coast
is continuing to receive priority and the Nationazlists have reported the
completion of the rumway at Foochcw, Further information confirme the
previously reported blackout and evacuation of dependents from Swatow
and 1% is reported that there is a gemine fear of a U.S, or Mationalist

assault theore.

C¢o In Indo=China, Chinese Communiet logistical and training
support of the Viet Minh comtinues, and there is an unconfirmed report
of the arrivel of flame throwers for the Viet Minh, This weapon would
. be highly useful in attacks against Fronch poets and watchtowers, many
of vhich are made of wood. The French continme to take a grave view
- of the Viet Mnh threat in Tonkin, and French and Vietnam morale has
daclined considerably. Howevar, a successful French counteroffensive
against the Viet Minh capital and army headquarters at Thai Nguyen has
at least temporarily improved the French position. This operation was
designed not only to demorslize the Viet Minh but probably also to re-
lieve the hsavy Viet Minh pressurs on Caobang and lLaokay, both of which
have been reinforced by the French. 8ince the Viet Minh ars adept at
moving their headquarters rapidly and frequently, any dislocation will
probably be temporary. There have been no new lndications of Chinese
Commindet intentions to invede Indo=China , although it is a continuous
posslibility.

d s RDP91T01172R000400200014-2
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do The curremt Viet Minh atvention to Lao? may indicate

- thad an atienpt will be made %o set up a Commmist~dominated Laotian
"Paople’s Republic,” possibly including persons of Laotian stock 7o~
siding in morth and northeast Thailand., Development of such-Communist
. Prossure on Theilend®s boruers, in addition o increasing intermel .
Gommmmist activity (which appears now %o include the distribution of -
@xplosives Lor sabotage purposes) would make Thailand®s future -
precariong. - :

8. There have been no significsnt new indications of Communigt
pragsura on other couniries of Southeast Asin. In Indonesia; ecurrent
diasident activity in Ambon is belioved %o be only an internal problem
and not Commnist~inspired. '

fo From the foregoing, 1% is concluded that;

(1} Chinese Communist capabilities for overy military
intervention in Korea, utilizing experienced combet
forces recently doployed o Manchuria, havo materially
incressed. A Chinese Comrmuiist intention v¢ take such
action 18 not clearly indicated despite recent thirgats,
and their threatening statewents nay be primarily de~
sigred to deter the movement of UoSo forces across the
38%h parallel end indirectly as a bargaining point for
posgible entry into the Jolla _

(2) The North Korsans arp evidently prepsring $o continue
the struggle north of the 38th parallel, and theoir
major elforts are belng concentrated on retaining
Communist control of this arsa. The Soviet attituds
in the U.N. points to contirmed cbatructionist and
stalling tactics without clesing the door %o negoti-
ation, poseibly in the belief that the Horth Koroans

-are stlll capable of involving the U.N. forces in a
protracted winter struggle.

(3) There are no indications of an imminent atback on _
Formosa , and 1% 1s now believed unlikely this year.’

(4) Although a French counteroffonsive has tomporarily
improved their position in Indo-China ¢ the threat of
further Viet Minh action in Tonkin remains grave »
and Chilness Communist loglstical and training support
of the Viet Minh contlnues. _

2o - Indications of Intentions im Burope and tim Moar Fast.

a&o In Germeny, thers have besn reocent reporte of falrly ex-
tensive Soviel airborne training. Apart from training activity, there
is no recent evidence of obher wnusval Soviet military actlvity.
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b. A question of paramount interest in connectlon with
Soviet military intentions is the strength of Soviet unites in Iurope.
Available information from Germany indicates s probebility that Soviet
troop strength there has increased by an indeterminate amount this year,
but thers is no good evidence that Soviet units have been ralsed fPom
peacatime (about 70%)strength to war 7/0. Fairly reliable information
from Austria indicates that Soviet units thers are not above peacetime
strength. Very fragmentary reports have suggested that the Soviais
intend the demobilization of the 1926 class NCO's this autumn, although
there is no evidence that it has begun. Soviet action in this respect
may be an important indication of intentions.

Co two
additional plontoon bridges have recently been consirucied across thel
Damube '« between Rumanis and Bulgaria. These are reported %o be ab
Orshovo and Svishtov, further down the river than the previously re-
ported pontoon bridge between Cslafat and Vidin. Thers have beon no
reporte of Soviet troop movement in this area, however, and the estab-
lishment of these bridges, if true, may be a training exsrocise. A ,
further probable indication of continued logletical preparatlions in the
Balkans was- the recent observation of new military trucks and tanks
being loaded for shipment at Odessaj there have been previous reports
this summer that trucks and tanke were being shipped from Odessa to the
Balkans.

d. Continuing observations have nob revealsd any avidence
that Bizeable numbers of Soviet troops are arriving in Hungary, despite
various recent rumors to thie effect. Soviet air activity in Rumania,
‘recently reperted as unusually heavy, appears to have diminished.

‘@ Racent Communist-inspired activity in both Cermany and
Austria has been more opsnly aggressive. Although weekend Cormnist
dencnstrations in West Cermany werc successfully handled by the polies,

overt Cormunist activity is incrsasing in acoordance with the amounced

Communist policy of harassment of West Germany. In Austria, the most
serious Communist demonstrations in years have broken cut follewing the
announcsmont of a new price-wage agreemsnt, and there has been evidence
of direct Soviet support of Commnist strikers and demonstrators. The
Austrian incidents were not, howevar, timsd o colncide with Comminist

- action in Germany, and apparently the Communists merely took opportuns
istic advantage of an unpopular governmsnt deereao

fo Thers i3 no information now avallable to indioa‘t.@ that
the recent Afghan raid into Pekistan was Soviet-insplred. If the incl-
dent develops into a real conflict, the UoS.S.R. could be expacted to
exploit the situation by offering weapons %o Afghanistan.
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3. General Indications of Soviet Intentions.

8. There is evidence that the number of Soviet ships

operating outside Commnist-controlled waters has been gradually
. diminishing in the past two months, but ships are contimuing to leave

Soviet ports amd there are no indications of general recall of Scviet
shipping to home ports. This circumstance mey in part be the result
of increased Soviet chartering of foreign vessels which has released
greater numbers of Soviet ships for short hauls in local waters,
although this in turn would reflect both a greater need for local
shipping and jincreased precautionary measures. The Soviet fishing
fleet 18 now also reported to be leaving Icelandic waters.

b. Observations in the U.S.5.R. indicate that there has
been a curtailment for about a month of flights by II~12°'s, the
larger of the major itransport planes employed on the Civil Alr Flset,
and that many of these planes are groundsd at airfields. On about
15 September, I1~12°s were also withdrewn from runs to Caachoslovakia.
Although the I1~12°'s were grounded last year for modification and the
Sovists have had considerable difficulty with them, it is sowswhat
surprising ‘that euch action would be taken at the height of good fall
flying weather. This action could, therefore, indicate a desire %o

accomplish further modifications of these aircraft for some late fall
operations.

co From the foregoing, it is concluded that:

(1) There is little evidence of unusual current military
activity in Europe, although there are some indica-
tions, particularly in the Emlkans, of continuing
logistical preparations.

(2) Firm indications that the Soviets intend a mejor
_action in Burope or the Near East in the immediate
future are lacking, but there is some evidence of
heightensd Soviet precautionary measures and of
increased overt Commmunist activity.
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Brigadisr General, GSC
Cheirman, Joint Intalligence
Inddcations Comnittee
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